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The Assault is no

maore rugged than

ihe average 125, but
| it has a certain style
bl and is offered at a
- good price.
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Lexmoto Assault 125

Trail bike, or simply a commuter with knobbly tyres?

:l. riil bikes used to
= take a small but
:% significam shce
[ of the UK hike

marked, but apan
from Homda's
CRF 230 they seem to have faded
L the cholee seems to e

and the ersatz dint stybe of adventore
tourers or street scramblers. The
Lexmoio Assauli is fiomly on the
sivle sicde of that equation,

STYLING
The Assault might have a suggestion
of off-road ruggedness, but actual
changes are few = chunky dual-
purpose CST 1yres set it off, with
a fatter 3.00-17 Mront o give it a bit
more helt. And you can’t miss the
high mounted front mudguard. IE's
not o mew idea, but the Assault does
look different to other commuters.

EQUIPMENT
What vou don't get is any exira
rugged equipment like long travel
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suspension, a hashplate and super-
strong crash bars, all of which would

purely cosmetic job. The mnning
giear is what you'd expect of a budget
comumikter, though the ohe engine
with balance shafl is a nice touch.

ON THE ROAD

The Aszault fires-up on its manual
chaoke, bt if you particalary wani
a carburettor 125, vou'll need to
act fast-ish. Mexi year (probably
summeer) all 1253 will adopi fuel
injection o eope with emissions
legislation. And ‘Il all have linked
brakes, so il you want an archetypal
sample commuter, by one now,
The Assault is a preity good note
for simple 1253 1o go out on. The
carb motor has a quict kdle, bt
actually goes well, winding-up to its
10, (e redline with no signs of
chistress, apart from some Ungling
throwgh the seat and footrests, So il
doesn't have any problem keeping
ug ‘with urban tralfic (once oul of

the low first gear) and on main roeds
will cruise at an indicated G0-65mph
{probably So-G60mph tree, but sl
good for a 126). For once, the rev
counter on a 125 i of more than
ke inierest.

it in a comfy upright position,
with raised tubular steel bars which
make the bike lght o steer. Desplie
the semi-knolibly rubber and wider
front tyre, the Assault handles pretiy
well, within the Hmitations of the
standard 125 twin-shock chassis,
and it fieels stable at speed.

The front dise brake works well
erecngh, bud the rear dram is weak
{incidentally, linked brakes will
probably mean an end to dmms
o= well
There's plenty of reom for bwo and
the Assault has nice chunky footrests
that do ihe jokb, ! | e
ar clock, and the steering |
the headsiock (not as convenient
as an ignition toek), but vou do g
decent quality switehgear and the
whaole thing seems well put together.
Wordsimages: Pete Henshaw




